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Eighty-Third Annual Conservation Federation of Missouri Convention

The Land Learning Foundation (LLF) staff and board members 
attended the 83rd annual Conservation Federation of Missouri 
(CFM) Convention at the Capitol Plaza Hotel in Jefferson City, 
MO, from March 8 to 10. Among them was new consultant 
with The Land Learning Foundation, Tegan Vaughn. She, along 
with Zach Morris (LLF board member) and Scott Martin (LLF 
Executive Director), networked with peers, interacted with the 
public at The Land Learning Foundation’s informational booth, and attended conference 
sessions—such as the legislative session led by CFM’s lobbyist, Kyna Iman.
LLF staff and board members also attended the highlight of the conference, the annual 
CFM banquet and auction, where funds were raised to support conservation advocacy in 
Missouri and support programs like Share the Harvest. This annual gathering continues 
to bring together individuals and groups from across Missouri who share a love of the 
outdoors and all the natural wonder the state has to offer. For information on other 
events or more information on Conservation Federation of Missouri visit confedmo.org

Tegan Vaughn, Consultant
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April 25 and May 2
Mid-MO Uplanders Quail Forever Family Night 
at the Range

May 2
CFM Explore the Outdoors Kansas City

May 2
Envirothon State Competition at Lincoln 
University Center, Jefferson City

June 1
2nd Annual Mid-MO Uplanders Quail Forever 
Sporting Clay Shoot 

June 8
Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever Fire Ecology & 
Prescribed Burn Associations

June 13
CFM Explore the Outdoors Springfield

June 17
Peasants Forever/Quail Forever Feed the Bees 
Pollinator Workshop

June 18
Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever Native Flower 
Power! Bee, Butterfly, and Bobwite Habitat Tour 
and An Evening with Pollinators

June 22
Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever The Power of 
Pollinators Habitat Tour

June 23
Heartland Seed Native Plant Wildflower Tour

July 11
CFM Explore the Outdoors Columbia

July 20
Midway Hunting Retriever Club Family Day

July 24
2nd Annual Mid-MO Uplanders Quail Forever 
Sponsor Appreciation Dinner

August 10
CFM Pull for Conservation Boonville
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LLF Sponsors Eagle Scout Raised 
Garden Beds at Marquette High
We are really excited about the garden. This 
is my fifth year here at Marquette, teaching 
students with a variety of disabilities and 
multiple needs. We were lucky to have the 
garden that was provided for us but it was 
difficult for some students to access because 
it included 3 4X4 beds at ground level which 
accommodated about 6 students at a time. 
Gardening is an engagement lesson where 
the students are not only learning the Science 
behind it but it also incorporates math, 
healthy eating, and the responsibilities of 
keeping up with the garden. They learn to use 
the produce they grow and see the progress 
of their work. Gardening helps students be 
engaged but it is difficult for certain students 
to get involved in each step of the gardening 
process because they can’t access it as easy 
as the other students. The new garden that 
Chase Johnson designed includes a raised 
bed where students do not have to physically 
get on the ground to participate and be 
included. It provides every student, even if 
they are in a wheel chair or have gross motor 
difficulties, a chance to be involved in each 
step of the gardening process because it is 
at a level where they can access. The garden 
is also large enough to help keep all of the 
students engaged throughout the process 
and now accommodates our entire class of 
14 with room for more. There isn’t a wait 
time where they can become disinterested 
in gardening. We appreciate Chase Johnson 
coming up with the project and creating a 
beautiful area for all students to be engaged 
in an outdoor learning environment.

Molly Italiano
Applied Skills Special Education Teacher

LLF Sponsors CLC Students at 2019 Convention
LLF sponsored a raffle at the CFM convention to raise money for 
student participation in the Conservation Leadership Corps (CLC). The 
raffle raised enough money to sustain four students during convention. 
Below is a word from Jessica Filla, the current CLC president.

First and foremost, I would like to thank everyone that has donated, 
believed, and advocated for the Conservation Leadership Corps (CLC). 
This program has touched the lives of so many individuals and enhanced 
participation from young adults in conservation greatly. I began my 
journey in CLC three years ago with little understanding of what it had 
to offer. Since then, I have blossomed into a passionate conservationist 
and voice for our natural resources. Under the Conservation Federation 
of Missouri (CFM), high school and college students are given the 
opportunity to learn about conservation, volunteer, and network 
throughout their educational career. 

Students gather in the fall to write resolutions about legislative policies 
and other concerns in regards to natural resources. While working on 
these resolutions, there are a number of resource professionals that 
attend and help us edit the resolution or connect us with professionals 
specializing in certain topics. Additionally, we learn about leadership 
skills and receive presentations from those working in the field. 
This year, CLC had three resolutions that made it to the annual CFM 
convention. At convention, the students help take minutes and 
present their resolutions in each committee meeting. This gives us the 
opportunity to interact with others passionate about issues involving 
natural resources. Personally, my favorite part of the annual convention 
is the night of the banquet. Students are placed at tables in which other 
professionals will be seated. This provides us with time to interact 
with professionals, receive advice, and network for potential career 
paths. Additionally, students are asked to aide in raffles, auction items, 
and clean up. Although resolutions are our top priority, CLC gives us 
additional opportunities to volunteer throughout the year. Each year 
there is a stream clean up accompanied by a night of camping by the 
river. I love the chance to interact with the students in a more relaxed 
location and am always astounded by how much trash we are able to 
retrieve from the bottom of the stream. 

I have met some lifelong friends through CLC, made some unforgettable 
memories, and feel like I have grown as a young adult in this organization. 
CFM provides us a great opportunity to volunteer and interact with 
many of the affiliate organizations. Although I only have one more 
year, I am grateful for my time in CLC and cannot wait 
to return as an alumnus to show the students 
how beneficial the program was for my career 
in conservation! I speak for everyone in our 
organization, thank you for what you do in 
natural resources to give our generation a 
chance to follow in your path. 

Jessica Filla, CLC Student

Raised garden beds at Marquette High School.
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Many species of amphibians are in decline across 
the world, and the Illinois Chorus Frog (Pseudacris 
illinoensis) is one of them. Illinois Chorus Frogs 
have faced rapid decline due to habitat loss and 
road mortality. These frogs overwinter in rare sand 
prairies and emerge for a few weeks in the spring to 
breed in ephemeral ponds. For my Master’s thesis, 
I am studying a population of Illinois Chorus Frogs 
near the Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
campus. Throughout March and April I am conducting 
road surveys and pond surveys of the frogs on rainy 
nights. When I encounter a frog I measure its length 
and mass, take GPS coordinates, and insert a Passive 
Integrated Transponder (PIT) tag. The PIT tag is similar 
to the microchips placed in pet dogs and cats with an 
identifying code. This will allow me to recognize frogs I 
have already encountered. With this information I will 
be able to estimate the population size, travel routes, 
average size, and the age and sex ratios. 
 
On March 9th, 2019 I set out on my first field night 
to find the Illinois Chorus Frogs. I start with a road 
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Conservation Status of the Illinois State-
Threatened Illinois Chorus Frog

 A photo of the Illinois 
Chorus Frog.

WIN A BOAT – Support Conservation Federation of Missouri 
through the 2019 Mega Raffle
The Conservation Federation of Missouri (CFM) is holding a raffle which 
culminates in October (https://www.confedmo.org/megaraffle/). The 
prizes are just spectacular! Any CFM Board of Directors member can 
arrange a ticket for you for these extreme prizes. Only 1,000 tickets will 
be sold and proceeds will go toward the Conservation Leadership Corps 
and other worthwhile CFM efforts. 

For more information call Wally Iman – 660-281-0559 or write wally@
miticomo.com

survey where I drive 
throughout the local 
Illinois Chorus Frog 
range looking for those 
crossing the road. 
Then I go to a breeding 
pond and listen for 
the frogs, and tag the 
ones I catch. Lastly, 
I visit a sand prairie 
containing artificial 
breeding ponds which 
I check for frogs. In 
just 5 weeks I have 
tagged 67 frogs with 4 
recaptures, and I am looking forward to many more. 
I have also encountered American Toads, Southern 
Leopard Frogs, Bullfrogs, Spring Peepers, and Small 
Mouthed Salamanders as they become active this 
spring. Now the Illinois Chorus Frog tadpoles are 
hatching, which will become frogs by June. 

Katie Wiesehan, Assistant Director

MITICO is an In-Lieu Fee contract fulfillment company aiding 
The Land Learning Foundation in carrying out its mission. 

701 Crown Industrial Ct. Suite D
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If you would like to learn more about LLF or opportunities to assist LLF in its efforts please visit us 
online at www.landlearningfoundation.org.

704 W. Jackson St.
P.O. Box 55
Keytesville, MO 65261

“Fostering 
stewardship 

through 
outdoor experience, 

youth education 
and conservation.”

 landlearning.org
888-573-2323

PROJECT UPDATE: LLF Moves Forward on Nodaway River Mitigation Project
On April 10, 2019, The Land Learning Foundation (LLF) and Mitico staff held an on-site consultation for an upcoming streambank 
stabilization and wetland creation project. The planned project includes nearly 2,000 feet of streambank stabilization along 
the Nodaway River and a 9-acre wetland restoration that will provide important wildlife habitat and flood storage for the 
neighboring farm. The site lies in an area that has recently been impacted by severe flooding along the Missouri River and 
its tributaries. Floodplain wetlands are critically important to minimize flood damages. Bottomland farms in the floodplain 
are always at risk of flooding, and every acre of wetland restored holds runoff and floodwaters and reduces the severity 
of downstream flooding. LLF is excited to have an opportunity to restore a significant length of streambank and important 
wetland habitats. During the recent site visit, multiple waterfowl species were observed using the site, and once these habitats 
are restored, we expect many species of waterfowl and other migratory birds to utilize the site. LLF and Mitico continue to 
seek out projects like this one which will protect valuable farmland while halting harmful erosion and restoring important fish 
and wildlife habitat. 

Severe bank erosion and soil loss at the 
Nodaway River Mitigation Site.”


